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Choose the correct sentence.
A. A teacher should practice what he preaches.
B. A teacher should practice what she preaches.
C. A teacher should practice what they preach.
D. All are correct.

Show Answer…
Correct Answer: (d) All are correct.

Explanation:
All the options given are grammatically correct. In English, ‘he’ and ‘she’ are
used as gender-specific pronouns, while ‘they’ is used as a gender-neutral
pronoun. Therefore, depending on the context and the gender of the teacher
being referred to, any of these sentences could be used. Also, in recent years,
using ‘they’ as a singular pronoun has become more accepted in formal writing to
promote gender neutrality.

Gender-Neutral Language in English
Gender-neutral language, also known as gender-inclusive language, avoids bias
towards a particular sex or social gender. In English, this typically involves the
use of gender-neutral pronouns and other linguistic forms. This article will guide
you through the principles of using gender-neutral language.

Why Use Gender-Neutral Language?

Gender-neutral language aims to treat all people equally and avoid
discrimination. By using gender-neutral language, writers and speakers can avoid
making assumptions about gender and promote equality and inclusivity.

Gender-Neutral Pronouns

English traditionally uses ‘he’ and ‘she’ as singular third-person pronouns.
However, this can be problematic when the gender of the person being referred
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to is unknown, irrelevant, or non-binary. In such cases, ‘they’ is often used as a
singular gender-neutral pronoun. For example, “Each student should bring their
book” is a gender-neutral alternative to “Each student should bring his or her
book”.

Conclusion

Using gender-neutral language is a crucial part of inclusive and non-
discriminatory communication. Understanding and applying this concept can help
you communicate more effectively and respectfully with and about people of all
genders.
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