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Q.3. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions given al the end. (20
Civil socicty relers to all of the places where individuals gatlier wogethier o have conversations, [HFRLE CORTIT
interests and, occasionally, try to influence public opimion or public palicy, In many respects, civil soclety is where
Pﬂ‘il"lt'.' spend their time when they are not at work oF gl home For es ample, o promap al poople gather at n o)
park every Thursday afternoon for a game of foothall. Most of them arrive well before the game begins and wlay
for some time afier it ends, Some of them go oul Tor dineer or 8 deink aller the game. In the conrse of e
meetings they ik about a wide range of tu|_'|ir._-i, including fsdball buit nlw extending W include [naues such ma
work, family, relationships, community events, vacial sues and politics. This kind of solidarity can be fond o o
varicty of other places in civil soviety - such as sports clubs, bowling leagues, rending provps and wocial
movements — where individunls get together to associate on the busis of some whired teres) fimtering more
effective forms of citizenship. Even though people may come topether on the bavin of an intereal they all share in
common, they eventually have to develop jlll\t!l.l.'ll'h_'r stratepien for dealing with conflicts and dilfferences that
emerge within the association. Team mates in a h"l“'"'?'r'“ league discover, on certuin iasies, significant diflerences
of opinion. And yct, because they value the associntion andl Took: forwand 1o piurticipating i it sctivities, they do
not respond to these diflerences by exiting the seene, Instead, they wm-.!nllm the wiys of interncting that will pet
threaten the solidarity of the group. In the process, they leam w appreciate and W Wwlerate vicial dilterences,
valunble skill 1o have in an increasingly multicultural pation. They alwo develop n general wense of wial s aed
mutunl obligation, which makes socicty function more elficiently (thin in what political scientists snd vociologists
gre talking about when they refier to the inportance of !-l-cln'llcunnn'l ). (lumhn:nny ogether In o associstion, people
in to think nbout their shared private interest as o collective public interest, and they try 1o make sure that this
puhE lic interest is safe and secured. For example, the group that gets wgether for o weekly foothall game beging
1alk about the park as an important community resource; il feel that the park in being, mistreated or mismanaped,
will organize a ‘save the park’ campaign to try o influence their local paliticions and the oher reaidents of the
community. Recently, there has been growing concemn that civil society is wenker than it used 1o be, hecause
people are losing interest in joining associations. As citizens become increasingly disconnected from voluntary
associations, they will experience less trust and less social connection, and s a result political institutions will
function less efficiently. However, some scholars opine that many people are simply choosing 1o panticipate in
different kinds of associations with fewer face-to-face meetings bt supplemented with *virual® interactions
facilitated by resources. Pauedold
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