
SUMMARY of the Article Pakistan’s Image, by Aizaz Ahmad
Chaudhry

Downloaded from ↪ www.CSSMCQs.com | 1

SUMMARY of the Article “Pakistan’s
Image,” by Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry,

Dawn [Published on December 10th,
2023]

The rapidly changing global and regional geopolitics are significantly influencing
Pakistan’s relevance in the world. The country faces challenges in its image,
driven by concerns over political instability, economic troubles, weakening rule of
law, and inconsistent policies. Pakistan, once a rising star in the 1960s, has lost
some of its past glory. The world also perceives Pakistan through the lens of
terrorism and extremism, exacerbated by India’s campaign to isolate Pakistan
under the pretext of cross-border terrorism. The country’s human resource
development, education, health, and overall development indices are lagging.
Pakistan’s geopolitical situation with unresolved conflicts, particularly the
Kashmir dispute and fragile peace in Afghanistan, adds complexity to its global
standing. To improve its image, Pakistan needs to prioritize putting its political
and economic affairs in order, address human resource development, leverage its
young population, emphasize its rich cultural heritage and tourism potential,
enhance connectivity, and actively engage in the battle of narratives against
negative stereotypes.

Easy/Short SUMMARY:
The world views Pakistan with concern due to political instability, economic
challenges, and a perceived image problem. Once a rising star, the country faces
accusations of cross-border terrorism, and its human resource development lags.
To change this perception, Pakistan must focus on political and economic
stability, invest in education and skills for its young population, highlight its
cultural heritage, and enhance connectivity to become a hub for three vast
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regions. Engaging in a positive narrative battle is crucial to counter negative
stereotypes.

SOLUTIONS of The Problem:

1. Political and Economic Stability:
Prioritize putting political and economic affairs in order to enhance stability.

2. Human Resource Development:
Address the lag in human resource development by investing in education
and skills.

3. Youth Empowerment:
Equip the young population with education and appropriate skills to turn the
youth bulge into an advantage.

4. Leverage Military and Nuclear Deterrence:
Utilize the formidable military and nuclear deterrence to secure the country,
allowing leadership to focus on development.

5. Cultural Heritage and Tourism:
Accordion high priority to Pakistan’s rich cultural heritage and tourism
potential to reshape international perceptions.

6. Connectivity Hub:
Develop infrastructure and trade connectivity to position Pakistan as a hub
between Indo-Pacific, Central Asia, and West Asia.
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7. Battle of Narratives:
Actively engage academia, think tanks, and media houses to counter
negative stereotypes through a positive narrative.

IMPORTANT Facts and Figures Given in the
Article:

Author: Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry
Key Issues Impacting Pakistan’s Image:
Political instability
Economic challenges
Weakening rule of law
Inconsistent policies
Accusations of cross-border terrorism
Lag in human resource development
Geopolitical challenges with India (Kashmir dispute) and Afghanistan

MCQs from the Article:
What does the world view with deep concern about Pakistan?1.
A. Economic prosperity
B. Political stability
C. Serious image problem
D. Strong rule of law

Which country has launched a campaign to isolate Pakistan under the2.
pretext of cross-border terrorism?
A. Afghanistan
B. India
C. United States
D. China

What historical era is mentioned when Pakistan was a rising star?3.
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A. 1980s
B. 1960s
C. 2000s
D. 1970s

What does the author suggest Pakistan should focus on to counter4.
negative stereotypes?
A. Military expansion
B. Cultural isolation
C. Positive narrative
D. Economic isolation

What aspect of Pakistan does the article emphasize to reshape its5.
international image?
A. Economic challenges
B. Rich cultural heritage and tourism
C. Military strength
D. Political instability

VOCABULARY:
Geopolitics (noun) (جغرافیائی سیاست): Politics, especially international1.
relations, as influenced by geographical factors.
Mustering (verb) (جمع کرنا): Assembling, gathering, or collecting.2.
Shambles (noun) (بےترتیبی): A state of total disorder.3.
Accrue (verb) (حاصل ہونا): Accumulate or receive over time.4.
Bastion (noun) (پناہ گزین): A stronghold or fortification that remains a5.
source of strength.
Tentative (adjective) (اضطراری): Not certain or fixed; provisional.6.
Incentives (noun) (ترغیبات): Something that motivates or encourages7.
someone to do something.
Liability (noun) (ذمہ داری): The state of being responsible for something,8.
especially by law.
Detractors (noun) (تنقید کنندگان): People who criticize or disparage9.
someone or something.



SUMMARY of the Article Pakistan’s Image, by Aizaz Ahmad
Chaudhry

Downloaded from ↪ www.CSSMCQs.com | 5

Accorded (verb) (منسلک کرنا): Give or grant someone (power, status, or10.
recognition).

� Attention Readers!
We are deeply concerned about individuals who share our summaries without
providing proper credit. We kindly request that you refrain from removing the
attribution label affixed to this article. Considerable time, effort, resources, and
expertise have been invested in its creation. It is essential to exhibit
professionalism by crediting the source appropriately and acknowledging the
rightful contributions. Your cooperation in sharing the original article is greatly
appreciated. Failure to comply with this request may lead to legal consequences.
We maintain a dedicated team of advocates ready to address instances of
unprofessional and unethical behaviour, including copyright infringement.
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CSS aspirants often juggle multiple subjects and topics. Reading summarized
editorials and opinions allows you to grasp diverse viewpoints in a fraction of the
time.
� Diverse Perspectives:
CSS exams require a comprehensive understanding of various perspectives.
Summaries expose you to a range of viewpoints on critical issues, helping you
broaden your intellectual horizons.
� Quick Updates on Current Affairs:
Summarized editorials provide quick updates on the latest happenings, enabling
you to stay informed about recent developments without delving into lengthy
articles.
� Constructing Coherent Arguments:
The concise nature of summaries teaches you how to articulate complex ideas
succinctly. This skill is invaluable when constructing well-structured and concise
answers in the CSS exam.
� Enhancing Writing Skills:
Analyzing succinct summaries equips you with the ability to distill your thoughts
into concise, coherent sentences – a skill that directly translates into writing
impactful essays and answers.
� Practical Application in Interviews:
Summarized opinions give you a bank of well-articulated arguments that you can
draw upon during interviews. This helps you participate actively in discussions,
demonstrating your depth of knowledge.
� Retaining Key Concepts:
Summarizing editorials involves identifying the core concepts. This process
reinforces your memory and understanding of crucial topics, ensuring they stay
embedded in your long-term memory.
� Stimulating Critical Thinking:
When you engage with summarized editorials, you’re encouraged to think
critically about the main points and arguments. This practice nurtures your
ability to question assumptions and delve deeper into subjects.
� Adaptable Learning:
Summaries allow you to adapt your learning approach based on your time and
goals. Whether you’re seeking a quick update or an in-depth analysis, summaries
can cater to your needs.
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THE world around us is changing at a rapid pace. So is our region South Asia.
Global and regional geopolitics are profoundly impacting Pakistan’s relevance to
today’s world. Domestic political, economic and societal changes have also
affected Pakistan’s global standing. Critically, the country has a serious image
problem, which makes the world view it with deep concern.

The world is worried that Pakistan continues to suffer from political instability,
and lives beyond its means even when its economy is in a shambles. Foreign and
domestic investors are nervous about the weakening rule of law and inconsistent
policies in Pakistan. All this can change by mustering sufficient political will.
However, for now, our economic future remains uncertain.

What surprises our friends is that the country was once a rising star in the
developing world. In the 1960s, we were building dams, vitalising our agriculture,
and creating development plans that were the envy of emerging economies.
Sadly, those days are gone. However, we can certainly take inspiration from the
fact that we created an economic miracle once, and should be able to recreate it.

Another lens through which the world views Pakistan is terrorism and extremism.
Since 9/11, when the US launched its ‘war on terror’, and Pakistan got dragged
into it, we have lost thousands of lives and suffered huge financial losses. But we
bravely confronted the menace of terrorism and recovered the ground lost to
terrorists. Regrettably, despite these successes and sacrifices, the threat of
terrorism continues to hover over us, most recently in the form of TTP, which is
using Afghan soil to attack targets in Pakistan.

The priority is to put our own house in order.

To make matters worse, India has launched a relentless campaign to isolate
Pakistan, using the mantra of cross-border terrorism. This is ironic. A country
that has suffered from terrorism and has spent all its energies fighting it is being
accused of cross-border terrorism by a country which is in the news lately for
targeted killing on foreign soil.

The world also views Pakistan as a country that has not sufficiently focused on its
human resource development. Our population is growing at a much faster pace
than the economic resources required to sustain them. We are lagging behind in
education, health and other development indices, and rank embarrassingly low on
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the UN Human Development Index.

Pakistan is situated in a tough neighbourhood with unresolved conflicts and low
intra-regional connectivity. The Kashmir dispute continues to bedevil our ties
with India, which is seeking to transform itself into a Hindu state. On the western
frontier, peace in Afghanistan remains tentative.

If we want the world to view us differently, the top priority is to put our political
and economic house in order. Some experts have argued that resources are not
an issue as enough savings can accrue by curbing wasteful expenses, subsidies,
and exemptions, and by broadening the tax net, and adopting home-grown
solutions. It has been argued that capacity, too, is not a hindrance, provided
incentives are aligned with national priorities.

Second, Pakistan has a young population. The youth bulge can be an advantage at
a time when several leading economies have ageing populations. However, if the
youth are not equipped with education and the appropriate skills, this advantage
could turn into a liability.

Third, Pakistan has formidable military and nuclear deterrence that can keep it
secure against outside aggression. That provides ample space for the leadership
to focus its energies on development.

Fourth, our rich cultural heritage and tourism potential must be accorded high
priority. Pakistan has an enviable archaeological heritage in Mehrgarh, Mohen-
jodaro, Harappa, and Gandhara. We are a bastion of several faiths — Hinduism,
Buddhism, Sikhism, and Sufi Islam. And we are home to mighty mountains that
attract international mountaineers. If we build our tourism around these
treasures, Pakistan’s international image will be associated with tourism rather
than extremism.

Fifth, Pakistan can also be a hub of connectivity between three vast regions: Indo-
Pacific, Central Asia, and West Asia. To optimally utilise this economic
geography, Pakistan would need to develop infrastructure and trade connectivity,
both north-south and east-west.

Finally, a word about the battle of narratives. Pakistan’s detractors have run
campaigns on media and social media spreading negativity. Our academia, think



SUMMARY of the Article Pakistan’s Image, by Aizaz Ahmad
Chaudhry

Downloaded from ↪ www.CSSMCQs.com | 10

tanks and media houses should be co-opted by the government as its partners to
project an image of Pakistan that blunts the stereotypes being created
deliberately to distort the reality of this country and its people.

The writer is a former foreign secretary and chairman of Sanober Institute
Islamabad.
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