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What does the idiom “wool
gathering” mean?
A. To daydream or be lost in thought
B. To gather wool from sheep
C. To knit a sweater
D. To sell wool in a marketplace

Show Answer…
Correct Answer: A (To daydream or be lost in thought)

Explanation:
The idiom “wool gathering” means to daydream or be lost in thought, often to the
point of being distracted or unproductive. The phrase originates from the old
practice of gathering scraps of wool that would get caught on bushes or fences as
sheep passed by. This was a mindless and unproductive task, much like
daydreaming or being lost in thought.
For example, “I can’t seem to focus today, my mind keeps wool gathering,” or
“Stop wool gathering and pay attention to what I’m saying.”

The phrase “wool gathering” is often used in a negative sense, implying that the
person is not being productive or efficient. However, it can also be used more
positively to describe the creative process, where daydreaming and allowing
one’s thoughts to wander can lead to new ideas and inspiration.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the idiom “wool gathering” means to daydream or be lost in
thought. It can be used to describe unproductive distraction, as well as the
creative process of generating new ideas. Understanding common idioms like this
can help improve one’s communication skills and ability to understand and
express complex ideas.
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