
What is the largest mammal on Earth?

Downloaded from ↪ www.CSSMCQs.com | 1

What is the largest mammal on
Earth?
A. Blue whale
B. African elephant
C. Hippopotamus
D. Giraffe

Show Answer…
Correct Answer: A (Blue whale)

Explanation:
The blue whale is the largest mammal on Earth, with adult individuals
reaching lengths of up to 100 feet and weights of over 200 tons. Despite their
massive size, they feed mainly on small shrimp-like creatures called krill.

The Largest Mammal on Earth: All About Blue
Whales
Blue whales are the largest mammal on Earth, with adults growing up to 100 feet
in length and weighing up to 200 tons. These majestic creatures have captured
the imagination of humans for centuries and continue to fascinate us with their
incredible size, unique behavior, and beautiful songs. In this article, we’ll explore
everything you need to know about blue whales, including their anatomy,
behavior, habitat, and conservation status.
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Anatomy of Blue Whales

Size and Weight

Blue whales are the largest mammal on Earth, with females typically growing to
be larger than males. Adult females can reach lengths of up to 100 feet and weigh
up to 200 tons, while males are slightly smaller, reaching lengths of up to 80 feet
and weighing up to 150 tons. The tongue of a blue whale can weigh as much as
an elephant, and its heart is the size of a small car.

Skin and Coloration

The skin of a blue whale is typically blue-gray in color, with a mottled appearance
caused by the presence of diatoms and other tiny organisms. The skin is covered
in small bumps called tubercles, which contain hair follicles and nerve endings.
The hair on a blue whale is very fine and only a few inches long, which makes it
difficult to see. The skin of a blue whale is very thick, up to a foot in some places,
and helps protect the animal from the cold water in which it lives.
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Skeleton and Muscles

The skeleton of a blue whale is made up of hundreds of bones, including a long,
thin skull that makes up about a third of its total length. The spine of a blue whale
is made up of vertebrae that are fused together, which helps support the weight
of the animal’s massive body. The muscles of a blue whale are incredibly
powerful, allowing it to move through the water with ease. Its tail is particularly
strong, and can generate enough force to propel the animal forward at speeds of
up to 30 miles per hour.

Behavior of Blue Whales

Feeding

Blue whales are filter feeders, which means that they feed by straining tiny
organisms from the water. They do this by taking in large mouthfuls of water and
then pushing the water out through their baleen plates, which are like giant
combs made of keratin. The baleen plates trap small organisms like krill and
plankton, which the whale then swallows. Blue whales can consume up to 4 tons
of food per day during the feeding season.

Migration

Blue whales are known for their long-distance migrations, which can cover
thousands of miles. They typically spend their summers feeding in polar waters
and then migrate to warmer waters near the equator to breed and give birth. The
migration can take several months, and the whales travel in groups called pods.

Communication

Blue whales are known for their beautiful songs, which are produced by the
males during the breeding season. These songs can last for up to 20 minutes and
can be heard for hundreds of miles underwater. It’s believed that the songs are
used to attract females and establish dominance over other males. In addition to
songs, blue whales also communicate with each other through a variety of other
vocalizations, including grunts, groans, and moans.
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Habitat of Blue Whales

Range

Blue whales are found in all of the world’s oceans, though they are most
commonly found in the Southern Hemisphere. They typically spend their
summers feeding in polar waters and then migrate to warmer waters near the
equator to breed and give birth. The whales can be found in both coastal and
open ocean habitats, and their range can cover thousands of miles.

Ocean Currents

The movement of ocean currents plays an important role in the habitat of blue
whales. These currents help distribute nutrients and food sources that the whales
rely on, and can also affect the temperature and salinity of the water. Changes in
ocean currents due to climate change or other factors can have a significant
impact on the distribution and behavior of blue whales.

Threats to Habitat

Blue whales face a number of threats to their habitat, including climate change,
pollution, and overfishing. Climate change can affect ocean currents and alter the
distribution of food sources, while pollution can contaminate the water and harm
the whales’ health. Overfishing can also impact the food sources of blue whales,
which can lead to decreased populations and other ecological effects.

Conservation of Blue Whales

Historical Exploitation

Blue whales were heavily exploited by humans during the 20th century, with
populations being drastically reduced by commercial whaling. It’s estimated that
over 360,000 blue whales were killed during this time period, leading to a
significant decline in population numbers.
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Current Threats

Today, blue whales face a number of threats, including climate change, pollution,
and habitat loss. They are also at risk of being struck by ships, as they can be
difficult to spot due to their size and tendency to travel near the surface of the
water.

Conservation Efforts

Efforts to conserve blue whales have been ongoing for many years. In 1966, the
International Whaling Commission banned commercial whaling of blue whales,
which has helped populations to recover. In addition, efforts to reduce pollution
and protect ocean habitats can also help to ensure the continued survival of these
magnificent creatures.

Conclusion
Blue whales are the largest mammal on Earth, and their unique size and behavior
have captivated humans for centuries. Despite facing a number of threats,
including historical exploitation and current threats like climate change and
pollution, efforts to conserve these incredible animals have been ongoing for
many years. By understanding their anatomy, behavior, habitat, and conservation
status, we can work to ensure that future generations will continue to be able to
marvel at these magnificent creatures.

FAQs
How long do blue whales live?1.

Blue whales have a lifespan of up to 90 years.
Are blue whales endangered?2.

Blue whales are classified as endangered by the IUCN.
How fast can blue whales swim?3.

Blue whales can swim at speeds of up to 30 miles per hour.
What do blue whales eat?4.

Blue whales are filter feeders and eat small organisms like krill and
plankton.

How many blue whales are left in the world?5.
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It’s estimated that there are currently around 10,000 to 25,000 blue
whales in the world.
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