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What is the meaning of “hue and
cry”?
A. A loud, chaotic noise
B. A colorful display of emotions
C. A coordinated protest
D. A lively discussion or debate

Show Answer…
Correct Answer: A (A loud, chaotic noise)

Explanation:
The meaning of the phrase “hue and cry” is a loud, chaotic noise or outcry made
by a group of people. It is often used to describe a clamor or uproar caused by a
crowd of individuals expressing strong emotions or protesting a particular event
or situation.

The term “hue and cry” originated from medieval England, where it referred to
the loud shouts made by a group of people to raise awareness of a criminal act or
to gather public assistance in capturing a criminal. It was a way to mobilize the
community and alert them to a perceived threat.

In modern usage, “hue and cry” can still refer to a noisy commotion created by a
group of people, typically expressing outrage, discontent, or protest. It implies a
sense of disorder and tumultuousness in the surrounding environment.

While options B, C, and D may involve elements of vocal expression or
engagement, they do not accurately capture the specific meaning of “hue and
cry” as a loud, chaotic noise made by a group.

Understanding the Meaning of “Hue and Cry”
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Introduction

The phrase “hue and cry” holds a distinct meaning in the English language,
evoking images of a loud and chaotic uproar. In this article, we will delve into the
origins and modern usage of this expression to gain a deeper understanding of its
significance.

Historical Context

The term “hue and cry” traces its roots back to medieval England, where it
denoted the clamor created by a group of people to alert and rally others in
response to a criminal act. It served as a means to gather public assistance and
initiate a community-wide response.

The Essence of “Hue and Cry”

“Hue and cry” encapsulates the idea of a noisy commotion or outcry
characterized by its disorder and tumult. It signifies a collective expression of
strong emotions or protest, often in response to an event or situation that has
evoked a sense of outrage or discontent among a group of individuals.

Modern Usage

In contemporary usage, “hue and cry” continues to denote a loud and chaotic
noise made by a group of people. It is commonly employed to describe situations
where individuals vocally express their dissent, frustration, or anger, creating an
atmosphere of clamor and uproar.

Distinctive Characteristics

The phrase “hue and cry” carries a unique connotation, emphasizing the
tumultuous nature of the noise or outcry. It distinguishes itself from other forms
of vocal expression, such as lively discussions or debates, by specifically
highlighting the disorderly and chaotic aspects of the commotion.

Conclusion

Understanding the meaning of “hue and cry” allows us to appreciate the
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historical origins and contemporary usage of this expressive phrase. It signifies a
loud and chaotic noise made by a group of people, often reflecting a collective
expression of strong emotions, protest, or discontent. By grasping its essence, we
can effectively communicate and contextualize situations characterized by uproar
and commotion.


