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Correct Answer: Balochistan

Khojak Tunnel: A Landmark in
Balochistan

The Khojak Tunnel, also known as Shela Bagh Tunnel, is a significant railway
tunnel located in the Qilla Abdullah District of Balochistan province, Pakistan. It
stands as a testament to the engineering feats of the past and continues to be an
essential part of the region’s infrastructure.

Location and Structure

The Khojak Tunnel is situated at an impressive altitude of 1,945 meters (6,381

feet) above sea level. Spanning 3.91 kilometers, it is one of the longest tunnels in
South Asia. The tunnel was constructed to facilitate the railway line that connects
various parts of Balochistan, providing a crucial link for transportation and trade.

Historical Significance

The construction of the Khojak Tunnel dates back to the British colonial period. It
was built as part of the strategic efforts to improve connectivity and strengthen
control over the region. The tunnel’s construction was a monumental task,
requiring significant resources and manpower. Despite the challenges, the
successful completion of the Khojak Tunnel marked a milestone in the history of
engineering in the region.
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Economic and Social Impact

The Khojak Tunnel has played a vital role in the economic development of
Balochistan. It has facilitated the movement of goods and people, contributing to
the region’s trade and commerce. Additionally, the tunnel has helped in
promoting social integration by connecting remote areas with major cities, thus
improving access to services and opportunities.

Tourism Potential

Due to its historical and architectural significance, the Khojak Tunnel has the
potential to be a major tourist attraction. Visitors can marvel at the engineering
prowess of the past and explore the scenic beauty of the surrounding areas.
Promoting tourism in this region can help boost the local economy and preserve
the cultural heritage of Balochistan.

Conclusion

The Khojak Tunnel is not just a railway tunnel; it is a symbol of human ingenuity
and perseverance. Located in the heart of Balochistan, it continues to serve as a
vital link for the region’s transportation network. With its rich history and
potential for tourism, the Khojak Tunnel stands as a proud landmark of
Balochistan. The Khojak Tunnel, also known as Shela Bagh Tunnel, is a
remarkable feat of engineering located in Balochistan, Pakistan. Learn more
about its history, significance, and potential as a tourist destination.
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